North Creake Parish Council
11th January 2024

North Creake Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of North Creake held in the Village Hall, North Creake on Thursday 11th January 2024 at 6.30 pm.

Present: Councillors A Bunkle (Chair), J Brettingham Smith (Vice-Chair), S Sandell, S Baker, J Robinson, J Rocklin,  and L Fletcher (Clerk/RFO).

Member of Public: 0 

1. The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting. 

2. Apologies for Absence:  Apologies were accepted from A. Culshaw
3. Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items: 14a(i) – Clr J Robinson 14a(ii) Clr S Baker
4. The Minutes of the meetings held on 19th December 2023 were circulated before the meeting.  It was AGREED that they were a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman, Cllr A Bunkle. 

5. Parishioners Questions and Statements:  None.

6. Reports from County and Borough Councillor:  
Both Borough and County Councillors  were unable to attend the meeting and sent their apologies, Clr A. Jamieson sent a report which was noted
7. Clerks Report / Matter arising from previous meeting 
The Clerk went through the Clerks report and updated the Council on matters from the November and December meetings:
a. Proposed footpath to improve safety for walkers between the Millenium green and Abbey Lane – Althorp Estate have been contacted regarding this, Stuart Coleman the Estate Director will have a look and let us know his thoughts on this when he next visits the village on 26th Jan

b. The knocked over post on the Millenium Green has been reported, and the pot holes along wells road

c. Replacement bins for playing field – The approx. cost to purchase 2 off Topsy Royale bins with fitting kit to a concrete base is currently £423.24. The council agreed to purchase one bin
.
8. Open Spaces 
a. To receive a data report from the SAM2 Signs:  there was no data available to report. 
b. To receive a speeding offence update from NSCP:  NSPC have apologised that they have been unable to attend the village since October due to long term staff sickness, they hope to resume ASAP. They have agreed that the site proposed by the council along West St is suitable and hope to use it when they return to the village
c. To note any issues arising from the Play Area weekly visual inspections:  There were no issues arising

d. To consider additional Dog Mess bin at village hall: The council agreed that it would be good to have an additional Dog Mess bin at the village hall where the footpath comes into the car park. Clerk to liase with KLWNBC and to investigate costs.
e. Consider planting of wildflowers in verges: Clr Rocklin & Clr Culshaw to form a working party to discuss further and report back to the council (also see item 11)
f. To note any further incidents of anti-social behaviour: It was noted that a window has been broken in the Telephone Kiosk – Clerk to contact Grant Tooth to ask him to make safe asap and to quote for full repair
g. To Note trees blocking pathway in Old School Field: Noted, Clr Bunkle to investigate further

9. Footway Lighting 
a. To note any streetlights requiring attention:  Light opposite village hall is causing disturbance to householders, clerk to contact Cozens to request quote for putting a shroud around the light so it doesn’t shine directly into their property
10. Finance

a. Payment approved under the Late Payments Interest Act (1998):

KLWNBC – Uncontested election fee
£54.60

b. Payments approved:
IQ Workspace – Filing cabinet

£196.80

Althorp Est – Village green rent

£10

Althorp Est – Churchyard rent

£15

Npower – Electricity



£654.12

The council felt that the electricity cost needs investigating: Clerk to investigate other providers

c. To note the finances received during May 2023:

Interest on savings account

£240.36
d. To approve the November, December and amended October 2023 financial statements: The clerk explained discovering an error in the October financial statement, it was agreed to approve the amended October statement and the statements for November and December 2023
e. To approve the grounds maintenance contract for 2024: The council approved the grounds maintenance quote from TTSR of £3271.10 for 2024
f. To approve the draft budget and consider and agree the precept for the financial year 2024/25 – The council approved the budget for the forthcoming financial year and set the precept at £18061
g. To consider and update approved signatories and on line authorisation for the parish council bank accounts: It was agreed for Clrs Brettingham Smith and Rocklin to become signatories to the council bank accounts
11. Policies – The council discussed the Bio Diversity policy and agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting when Clr Culshaw will be in attendance. Council agreed to include Bio Diversity as a regular agenda item – Planting/sowing of wildflowers to be included within this (see item 8e)
12. Correspondence

To note any general correspondence received – None received
13. Planning

b. Planning applications received: 
i) 23/02148/F rural workers dwelling at Burn Valley Vineyard. Please see Planning Statement. The council agreed “No Observations”
ii) Amendment to Proposed new vehicular access from Road Hills and change of use of agricultural land to provide off road car parking to serve 29 Church Street. The council agreed to support the application 
b. To consider plans since publication of agenda:  None to date.

c. To note applications approved/refused by Borough Planning Control:

None
14. Date of next Parish Council meeting and any agenda items: Thursday 8th February 2024
Agenda items: Wayleave for Millenium Green, Parking on Millenium Green, Drone survey of land at Shammer and Solar panels on land at Shammer
15. Meeting closed: 8.40 pm. At 8.30 pm the council agreed to suspend standing order 3Q in order for the business of the meeting to be concluded
………………………………………Chairman  
 
……………………………Dated 
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